
 

 

Monday, November 17, 2008 

 

An Open Letter to the Members of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Pastor Dawn Hutchins, Pastor 
Lionel Ketola and the Church from Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries 

 

“And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” John 12:32

 

Grace and peace to you, our brothers and sisters in Christ.  We write to express our 
solidarity with you at this time.   

We are profoundly grateful for your witness and moved to remind you at this time of what 
you already know: that the authority by which Pastor Lionel was ordained came from you – the 
gathered people of God at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.  We remind you that Pastor Lionel has 
been examined by and is credentialed through Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries, a community of 
mutual support and accountability.  And we remind you that the ministry to which Pastor Lionel 
has been called is one of reconciliation. The pain of this day is a mark of the cross you have all been 
called to bear. God be praised for your ministry. 

 You have learned that Bishop Michael has chosen to suspend you. A suspension is the 
space between one place and another.  In this sense, it is not Holy Cross that is suspended; rather it 
the Synod Council of the Eastern Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada which is 
suspended between the church as it is and the church as it should be.  Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church has stepped out of suspension and into the ministry of reconciliation to which God has 
called you. 

In the coming days you may feel more than ever the weight of the name you carry as a 
congregation.  This Holy Cross you bear may feel particularly heavy today. But the good news of the 
gospel is that you do not have to bear this cross alone.  The members of the community of 
Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries and many others are beside you, and we lift this cross with you 
as we walk along this road together.  You have been suspended, but you have not been made 
invisible.  The Holy Cross you carry will draw people from all walks of life and show others your 
ministry of reconciliation and your love of the gospel.  

Bishop Michael and the members of the Synod Council indicate that they want their 
policies of exclusion to change. We celebrate the good news in this. The severity of their response 
reflects the reality of the current policy in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.  This is a 



 

 

policy that the church still has to live with.  We join with Bishop Michael and the Eastern Synod 
Council members in their “expressed desire to responsibly work toward changing policies that 
preclude the full participation of all God’s people in our ecclesial life.” 

Pastors Lionel and Dawn and Members of Holy Cross Lutheran, we hold you in our 
thoughts and prayers. We walk with you on this road to reconciliation. We offer the shared 
experiences of those who have gone before you in facing discipline from the church as a result of 
their decision to follow Jesus’ call to stand with those the world passes by. We honor and applaud 
your commitment to being the church now as we continue to grow more fully into the reign of 
God. 

 

In Christ,       
  

Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries 

 


